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Greater Washington Aquatic Plants Association

The Greater Washington Aquatic Plants Association is a place for those interested in aquatic plants to gather together to exchange information, plants, and just spend some time having fun with fellow aquatic plant enthusiasts. 



       Those with all levels of experience are welcome and encouraged to participate. Our members range from beginners with "brown thumbs" to advanced plant keepers. GWAPA currently meets every month. Each meeting is held at a different member's home. This gives an opportunity to see many different plant setups and various ways of keeping them. Our meetings also feature an auction of aquatic plants. Many different plants, some very rare, can be bought and sold. 



Why live plants in an aquarium?


Live plants offer several benefits to the typical freshwater aquarium. In addition to the look and detail that live plants can offer, a well-planted aquarium can offer a very beneficial environment for the livestock of a tank. Plants utilize carbon dioxide and release oxygen into the water column, as well as using nitrates, nitrites, ammonia, phosphates, and many other trace elements in their growth – the exact same things that all hobbyists need to keep in control for healthy livestock! 

Aquascaping is the method of creating a scene or feel in a tank much akin to what landscaping does for our homes and yards. With several different styles and individual methods, a huge variety of scenes can be created within the confines of an aquarium. By using a combination of rock, wood, and live plants, breathtaking scenes can be created that only add to the beauty and 

wonder of keeping an aquarium.

Like more info?


Please visit us online at www.gwapa.org, where you can find out more about GWAPA and see a schedule of upcoming meetings and events. You can also view notes and a synopsis of past meetings, including pictures of host tanks and events, links to several resources for keeping planted tanks, vendor links, articles on DIY projects, and much, much more!
The Gallery

A small sampling of the Aquariums kept by GWAPA members
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